All countries
Notification requirements
Asia
China

Yes. A company shall – when collecting personal data – present its privacy policy
disclosing the purpose, means and scope of collection and use of personal information,
and it shall secure prior consent from the data subject. In case of a data breach, a
company is subject to a general obligation to notify the data subject. Notification to
regulators may be required depending on gravity of the breach.

Hong Kong

No requirement to register with or notify any authorities of data processing.

Singapore

The personal data protection regime in Singapore follows a light touch approach. The
Personal Data Protection Act does not prescribe how organisations should inform
individuals of the purposes of collection, use or disclosure of their personal data, or what
must be included as part of the notification. As such, organisations will need to
determine the most appropriate form of notification to meet their business needs.

United Arab
Emirates

Generally speaking this is not applicable in the UAE. But there are a few exceptions.

Europe
Austria

Following applicability of the GDPR, there is no general requirement to notify planned or
ongoing data processing involving personal data to the DPA. Apart from the GDPR, also
the Austrian Data Protection Act (Datenschutzgesetz - DSG) implementing the GDPR in
Austria covers this area. The controller, however, must notify (inform) the processing to
the data subjects.
Nevertheless, specific situations can occur where notification to, consultation with, or
authorization from the DPA is required. For instance, the GDPR has introduced a
notification requirement in case of a personal data breach. Such breaches must be
notified to the DPA within 72 hours (in case this timeframe is not met, such delay has to
be documented and justified), and, depending on the severity of the breach, to the data
subjects whose data have been affected by the breach.
Nevertheless, specific situations can occur where notification to, consultation with, or
authorization from the DPA is required. For instance, the GDPR has introduced a
notification requirement in case of a personal data breach. Such breaches must be
notified to the DPA within 72 hours (in case this timeframe is not met, such delay has to
be justified), and, depending on the severity of the breach, to the data subjects whose
data have been affected by the breach.

Czech Republic

In the Czech Republic, this area is governed by GDPR. Moreover, the Czech Adaptation
Law is effective since April 2019 that specifies the general rules more in detail and lays
down several differences from the general regime under GDPR. For example, controllers
are relieved from certain obligations (including informing the data subjects) in case of
data processing for purposes of journalism, and age limit relating to conditions applicable
to child's consent in relation to information society services has been set to 15 years.
Further, this adaptation legislation limits/precludes fines against public institutions.
There is no general requirement to notify planned or ongoing data processing to the
Office for Personal Data Protection. The controller, however, must notify (inform) the
processing to the data subjects.
Nevertheless, specific situations can occur where notification to, consultation with, or
authorisation from the Office is required.
On the other hand, GDPR has introduced a notification requirement in case of a
personal data breach (unless the personal data breach is unlikely to result in a risk to the
rights and freedoms of natural persons). Such breaches must be notified to the Office for
Personal Data Protection within 72 hours (in case this timeframe is not met, such delay
has to be justified), and, depending on the severity of the breach, to the data subjects
whose data have been affected by the breach.

England & Wales

The GDPR did away with an annual notification requirement, however, the UK
government introduced a new annual data protection fee which ranges from £40-£2,900
depending on the size of the organisation in question. The ICO has set up a selfassessment tool to help organisations work out whether and what they need to pay. The
ICO is actively enforcing for non-payment which can lead to fines.
There are additional notification requirements in relation to data breaches under the
GDPR and the NIS Regulations.

France

With the entry into force of the GDPR, notification of processing activities to the CNIL is
no longer required: notification formalities have been replaced by an “accountability”
principle. In some specific cases however (eg for some processing activities in the health
sector), it is still necessary to obtain a prior authorisation from the CNIL.
On the other hand, GDPR has introduced a notification requirement in case of breach of
personal data. Such breaches must be notified to the CNIL within 72 hours and,
depending on the severity of the breach, to the data subjects whose data have been
affected by the breach.

Germany

In case of a breach of privacy regarding certain types of personal data (e.g. sensitive
personal data, data about banking or credit information), the competent regulator shall
be notified. Otherwise, there are no notification requirements if the data
controller/processor has appointed a data protection officer.

Hungary

With the entry into force of the GDPR regulation the Data Protection Directive 95/46/EC
has been replaced. Under the new regulation the notification of processing activities to
the data protection authority is no longer an obligation.
However the GDPR regulation has introduced a notification requirement as a
replacement, in case of breach of personal data. In case of breaches the authority must
be notified within 72 hours. Depending on the severity of the breach, those data subjects
(natural persons) whose data have been affected by the breach, shall be notified as well
(eg in case of bank account numbers or passwords have been made public).

Ireland

The GDPR did away with the requirement for processing activities to be registered with
the DPC. However, the GDPR introduced new notification requirements to the DPC in
relation to personal data breaches (noting that pre-GDPR only telcos had mandatory
breach notification requirements under Irish law). Where an organisation has appointed
a Data Protection Officer under the GDPR, it is recommended that this is notified to the
DPC as well.
The European Union (Measures for a High Common Level of Security of Network and
Information Systems) Regulations 2018 have also introduced additional notification
requirements to the National Cyber Security Centre which relate to “operators of
essential services” and “digital service providers” which can also apply in relation to data
breaches.

Netherlands

No notification requirements for data processing activities. However, each controller
must maintain a record of processing activities, which needs to be provided to the data
protection authority on request).
Notification requirements are in place for data breaches and for the appointment of a
Data Protection Officer. Notifications can be made electronically via forms made
available by the Dutch Data Protection Authority on its website and are free of charge.

Poland

All limited liability companies and joint stock companies are personal data administrators
by definition.
All personal data administrators must ensure full compliance with GDPR requirements.
This includes having all the required documentation in place at the disposal of the
Personal Data Protection Office in case of an inspection, to demonstrate compliance
(record of processing activities, privacy policies, data processing agreements, consent
forms, data transfer agreements, etc.) and procedures.
Management boards are responsible for violations of personal data. In specific
situations, there is an obligation to appoint a Data Protection Officer.
There are no notification requirements for data processing activities. Notification
requirements are in place for data breaches and for the appointment of a Data Protection
Officer.
In case of a breach of duties relating to personal data protection, the personal data
administrators should notify the President of the Personal Data Protection Office of such
breach via internet platform using the provided electronic notification form. The
notification should follow within 72 hours since the breach occurred.

Slovakia

Following the adoption and effectiveness of GDPR, there is no general requirement to
notify planned or ongoing data processing to the Office for Personal Data Protection.
The controller, however, must inform the data subjects about processing.
Still, there may arise situations where notification to, consultation with, or authorisation
from the Office is required.
On the other hand, GDPR has introduced a notification requirement in case of a
personal data breach. Such breaches must be notified to the Office for Personal Data
Protection within 72 hours (in case this timeframe is not met, such delay has to be
justified), and, depending on the severity of the breach, to the data subjects whose data
have been affected by the breach.

